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òFriends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledgeò 

 Well, it has started.  Daylight savings time has     

begun and we have fallen back.  This year it has 

been a little later than normal, by about a week.  

There is darkness on the way to work and darkness 

on the way home.  That late fall, early winter is really 

here.  There will be lots of rain, some winds, and 

overall slow traffic to and from as people readjust to 

the  winter driving standards.  We are also getting 

close to two of my favorite months, November and         

December.  November is good for me for all the right 

reasons.  TURKEY, FOOTBALL and FAMILY TIME.  Nothing is as fun hanging out with the  

family eating Turkey and watching a football game (ok, maybe 500 miles on 75 degree day 

on a twisty road with no other vehicles on the road would be better).. 

We all have many things to be very thankful for during this season.  There are many that    
do not have or share what we all share with our passion for good motorcycling and        
spending time with our families both in GWRRA and at home.  We are all very fortunate    
indeed.   There are quite a few people out in the world that do not have the luxury of having  
a turkey dinner, so in that vain, we would like to start a little bit of a food drive that we can 
donate to Northwest Harvest to help people less fortunate.  So, for the next couple of 
months, we would like to have people bring a couple of cans of non-perishable food to our 
chapter  meetings and also to any of our social events.  If we can all collect some food,  we 
can  donate and have it distributed to people a little less fortunate than ourselves.  It should        
not be a big deal if you are like us, we have a few cans of food that have been sitting in      
our pantry and we have not eaten, so letôs do a little spring cleaning and donate that food to 
a good cause on behalf of Chapter E.   
 
November is also a good time to schedule any maintenance that you need done on your  
bike to get it ready for the next season.  We know, We know, now?  The shops are open   
and we need to support our local motorcycle shops and some of our sponsors during these 
slower late fall/winter months.  Pretty easy now to get a service appointment, so go ahead, 
make that appointment and see if you can find that extra safety chrome piece or farkle that 
you NEEDéPerhaps put that away as a Christmas present to yourself or maybe a friend or 
your favorite Chapter Director(s) <smile><smile>. 
 
Remember, if you see something that you think the Chapter would like to do and/or see, 
please feel free to let us know.  Seems like our óFIREPOWERô night was a big success, so 

please keep the ideas coming.  We would be happy to take any and all 
ideas and suggestions to óourô chapter membership to see if this is  
something we can all do as a group.  This is YOUR Chapter, so please 
send all of your suggestions along and we will see what we can do to  
incorporate those into our Chapter gathering and events. 
 
Till next monthðplease pass the green beans and the gravy!! 
 
John & Barb 

Message from our Chapter Directors  

 November 2009  
 

Next Chapter  

Meeting  

Saturday  

November 21, 2009  

At  

Dennyôs Diner   

2233 148th Ave NE  

Bellevue, WA  

 Breakfast: 8:00 AM 

Meeting: 8:30 AM 
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GGWRRAWRRA     

NNEWSEWS  PPAGEAGE    

    GWRRA Washington District Leadership Team  
Or should we say Crew Members?:  

 

  Directors ï Bob & Patty Spencer 

  Assistant Directors ï John & Barb Smith 

  Assistant Director ï Gary & Diana Domas 

  Educators ï Dave & Sheila Chavez 

  Treasurer ï Deb & Chuck Buell 

  Trainer ï Mike & Lynn Briggs 

  Stores ï Lynn Briggs 

  Newsletter Editor ï Shirley & Dale Dufner 

  Membership Enhancement ï Carmen & Dan Weakland  

  Vendor Coordinator ï Peggy & Mike Hudnell 

  Webmaster ï John & Barb Smith 

        

Washington District & Region 2009 Calendar of Events 

 

NOV 11    Veterans Day Celebration WA -B 

DEC  05   Puyallup Santa Parade  

DEC  11 -13  International Motorcycle Show  

DEC 12   Festival of Lights  in Montesano WA -D 

* This calendar is subject to change . 

Check the Washington GWRRA web site for flyers and contact information at                        

www.gwrra -wa.org for any events you wish to participate with.   
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Rider Education    Lane Changes ð Part 1 
By Ron Peck, Chapter E Educator  

Last month we talked about lane position while riding in a group and the importance of a safe following distance 
behind the bike immediately in front of you (2 seconds) and the bike in the other side of the lane in front of you 
(1 second).  Keeping this safe following distance, or cushion, is the basis for all lane changes done by the group, 
whether the lane change is done by all bikes at once, or from the front of the group or from the rear.  

 

To change as a complete group, there are only three steps: 

 

Step 1:  The lead bike asks the drag bike to secure the lane. 

 

 

Step 2:  The drag bike moves into the desired lane and notifies the lead bike when it is safe to make the lane 
change. 

 

 

Step 3:  When the lane is clear for ALL BIKES to move simultaneously, the lead bike orders the lane change and 
ALL BIKES move over at the same time. 

This does two things:  by moving in unison, the spacing between the bikes remains unchanged and there are no 
violations of the 1 second rule.  Secondly, a well executed lane change is a joy to watch.  It shows others how 
practiced the group is with their drill team precision.  

However, even if the lead bike announces the lane change, it is still your responsibility to look out for your own 
safety.  This means looking to the side to make sure the lane is clear.  
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Bad example:  Bikes 2 and 4 have started to move over before the call, coming too close to the 
bikes  

in front of them.  This usually happens right after the tail gunner lets the lead bike know when it is 
clear. 

 

Next month:  Changing lanes from the rear.  

  And remember:  Drive on the right except to passé  

 Rider Education , continued, Lane Changes, part one  

 

Chapter E Library     

§ Book: Street Strategies by David L. Hough      u    Book:  Proficient Motorcycling by David L. Hough 

§ VHS:  Co-Rider from GWRRA (2002)        u   VHS:  Gary Sanford's Slow Speed Cycling Seminar  

§ VHS:  Part 1: Helmet Effectiveness (Hurt Report)      u    Part 2: Co-Rider from GWRRA (Pre-2002)  

§ VHS: GWRRA & Safeco present Touring & Braking / Trailering (1996)     u    VHS: Buying Motorcycle Helmets  (Snell Memorial Foundation)  

§ VHS: Basic Maintenance of the 1500 Goldwing with Andy MacDonald     u    Report:   Fatal Single Vehicle Motorcycle Crashes, October 2001  

§ VHS: Advanced Maintenance for the 1500 Goldwing with Andrew MacDonald  u     Report:  Drowsy Driving and Automobile Crashes  

§ Report:  Impaired Motorcycle Riding:  What Motorcyclists Think About Alcohol and Motorcycling, February 2001 
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The Dirty Bakers Dozen 
By Carolyn Reagle 

On Tuesday, Oct. 20 a renegade splinter group of Chapter E met at Wades Eastside   Shooting 

Range in Bellevue for a fun evening of target practice and smoking hot lead.  Tuesdays are Ladies 

night at Wades and Ladies get free gun rental and half price lane fee!  Thirteen members showed 

up and  had a blast.  Literally.  Many members brought their own guns and are experienced shots.  

However, Wades has an impressive selection firepower to rent, Berettas, Brownings, Smith and 

Wesson,  Sig Sauers, etc. You must have an ID to rent a gun at Wades. Wades has a pick of     

targets for you to choose: Osama Bin Laden and others.  Sorry, you canôt get a target with the 

face of your choice. They also offer classes on Basic Handgun Safety, Defending your Home, and 

more.  http://www.wadesguns.com/training -i-59.html 

This was my second time trying target practice.  Years ago, Bobôs Dad, who was an expert shot in 

Navy showed me the basics of how to use a gun and I did very well. So, I wanted to see if the 

first time was beginnerôs luck.  Second time went pretty well.   

Wades has two ranges and Chapter E had one the ranges mostly to itself. Members brought an 

assortment of guns and tried out various ammo.  Davidôs 44 was like listening to a cannon blast.  

Bob Spencerôs 38 was also an impressive boom.  One thing that was fun was watching the ladies 

shoot. Not to say the guys are not great, but I would not mess around with any of the gals that   

were at Wades.  They know how to handle themselves.   

If you missed Tuesday, I bet we will go again.  Everyone had fun and this is a great indoor activity  

for our rainy fall/winter.  See you next time.   

APPLEBEE S THANK YOU TO VETERANS:  

(http://www.applebees.com/vetsday )  

In recognition of your service to our country, all veterans and active duty military    personnel are invited 

to eat free at Applebee s Neighborhood Grill & Bar Restaurants this Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov.11, 

2009.  

As you may recall, Applebee s launched a pilot program last year on Veterans Day offering free entrees 

to military service personnel and veterans. Because the response was so overwhelmingly positive,    

Applebee s is extending the invitation throughout the country this year.  

We would appreciate your help in spreading the word. Please help us share details across your various 

communication channels.  

All U.S. veterans and active duty military with proof of current or former military service will eat free at all  

Applebee s nationwide on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009.  

Proof of service includes: U.S. Uniform Services Identification Card, U.S. Uniform Services Retired Identi-

fication Card, Current Leave and Earnings Statement, Veterans Organization Card, photograph in uniform 

or wearing uniform.  

http://www.wadesguns.com/training-i-59.html


6    November  2009 

 

2009 Chapter E Mileage Contest 

by Karla Edwards 

 

     Here are a few fun statistics from this yearôs mileage contest from 09/01/08-09/30/09.         
 There were 31 riders and co-riders who turned in their start and ending miles with       
185,911 total miles calculated during this period of time!  Congratulations to everyone         
for getting out their and riding,171890 -01 this was an absolutely fantastic riding year!                         

Curious how you stack up with your chapter? 

1,528 Lee, Steve- Last place winner award 

1,573 Keefe, Mike 

2,023 Lee, Charlene 

3,203 Thurgood, Bob and Thes 

3,707 Peck, Ron and Lana 

6,736 Johnson, Ron and Kathleen 

7,340 Branwaite, Terry and Marilyn 

7,350 Penders, Wiel 

7,554 Smith, Barb 

8,027 Dewitt, Rick 

8,059 Estes, Bill and Carol 

8,362 Pelican, Jim and Christy 

8,726 Spencer, Bob and Patty-The most consistent award 

9,526 Chavez, Dave and Sheila-The Joe average award 

12,508 Smith, John 

16,733 Edwards, Karla 

17,071 Reagle, Bob and Carolyn 

19,960 Edwards, Scott 

21,227  McMahill, Bruce and Sandra- Second Place 

22,041 Watson, Bob and Howe, Sue- First Place 
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Welcome to So Happy Itôs Thursdays 

 

Road Kill Cafe 
Where you Kill'em and we Grill'em! 

 
A GWRRA Chapter E Original 

 

Menu compliments of Scott and Karla Edwards, Proprietors  


