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Message from our Chapter Directors:  
April 2008  

Our next meeting is: 

Saturday, April 19, 2008  

Dennyõs  

at  

Canyon Park 

22833 Bothell Everett High-

way 

Breakfast 

Meeting Hours: 

 

Breakfast at 8:00  

Meeting at 8:30  

 

 

 

My heartfelt greetings to you my fellow ñEaglesò of Chapter E.  As of this writing, Iôm 

starting to feel like my old self again.  For those of you that didnôt know, the last week 

of March and the beginning of April have not been overly kind to me.  Almost immedi-

ately after Easter dinner last month, my gallbladder decided that it had given me 

enough years of service and so it wanted out.  By the end of March, surgery at Swed-

ish Hospital on the 28
th
 of March had relieved me of this largely unneeded organ.   For 

those of you that did hear of my misfortune, I thank you for your kind thoughts and 

words of encouragement.  With Sheilaôs help, I am healing nicely and should be back 

on track very shortly. 

When things like this happen to us, and they usually occur at the most inconvenient 

times, most of us resignedly make our way through it and recover.   For me, I try and to 

find a lesson in it somewhere; even if the lesson is as simple as not taking anything for 

granted, most especially your health.  I have always tried to keep myself fit and 

healthyémindful of diet and exercise.  Despite this, however, I still got sick and, to be 

sure, sometimes our family traits, genetics, etc., just bring about certain thingsé

completely outside of our control.  For the things that are in our control, things like 

watching what you eat, keeping your heart and lung capacity operating as good as you 

know how, keeping your riding skills sharp and watching your neighbor carefully on the 

roadways, are vitally important.  So, from this personal event, my message to you is 

this, take nothing for granted and overlook nothing, particularly yourself.  That exercise 

program youôve been mulling over, the diet that still eludes youéwhatever it is, if it 

concerns you, do it or start it now.  Our joy and camaraderie that we share as Gold 

Wingers only goes so far as we are able to enjoy it.  Your health surely is as important 

as the oil or service record of your bike. 

Speaking of bikes, we have been patient and we are due.  It seems like the cold wet 

weather just wonôt let us go from its cold, damp dreary grip.  However, I have it on 

good authority, i.e., the ground hog I told you about earlier, that riding weather is pretty 

much here.  To prove the point, Chapter E launched its first and successful Parking Lot 

Practice (PLP) session on April 5, 2008.  We had 10 bikes show up and it was great.  

Ron Peck did a great job for us and I believe we have officially institutionalized a last-

ing Chapter program.  If you didnôt make this one, make the next oneéit will be well 

worth your time. 

Thank you for being a part of Chapter E and so now get ready, get setéthe 2008 rid-

ing season is here at last.  

òRide  Often ñ Ride Safeó 

Dave and Sheila   
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GGWRRAWRRA  //  

NNEWSEWS  PPAGEAGE   

 
New Membership Enhancement Division (M.E.D.) Directors  

We are Ed and Linda Johnson, and we are excited to accept the position of Membership Enhancement Division Directors and work 

with the National Staff and all Members of GWRRA.  We reside in Bristol, Virginia, home of the Bristol Motor Speedway.  Bristol is 
located on the border between Virginia and Tennessee.  We also have a farm in North Carolina that we use as our quiet Get-
Away!   
  
We were married in August, 2000, during the Kentucky District Rally on the banks of the Ohio River.   Ed has been a member of 
GWRRA since 1985 and served as Chapter Director, Assistant District Director and District Director of Virginia in 1992-1993.  Since 
we became a team, we have served as Chapter Directors, Newsletter Editors, Special Project Coordinator and Treasurer of our 
home Chapter, VAH.  Prior to accepting this position, we served as National Membership Enhancement Coordinators and as Re-
gion N Membership Enhancement Coordinators.   We are Life Members of GWRRA, and both are Level 4 in Rider Education, Certi-
fied LTD Seminar Presenters and Certified Bike Show Judges.  We currently ride a 2000 Gold Wing SE (Red/Red) and have 
toured  46 states and one Atlantic Province (New Brunswick). 

 
Ed retired from the Virginia State Police in 2003 as a First Sergeant with 34 years of service.  Linda retired from the Washingt on 

County School System in 2005 after 27 years in the Business and Finance Department.  We have three children, seven grandchil-
dren, and that does not include the granddogs and grandcats!   Other than GWRRA, we are active in our church, and our hobbies 
are collecting Hull Pottery and repairing all types of clocks (especially Grandfather Clocks).  
Ed and I are excited to be serving the Members in the position of Membership Enhancement Division Directors.  We have made 
many friends in GWRRA over the years and look forward to making many more.  GWRRA is a great organization, and we hope the 
work we do for the Members will make it even greater.  

 
If we can be of service to enhance your membership or your GWRRA experience, please feel free to contact us either by phone or 
email.  Our mailing address is: 20141 Inverness Way, Bristol, VA  24202. 

 
Ed and Linda Johnson, Gold Wing Road Riders Association: Membership Enhancement Division Directors 

Home: 276-628-5535; Cell:  276-492-5535 

Fax :  276-628-5535 (call before faxing)  

Email: MED4U@comcast.net 

Q. I have new Members that joined in December, will they be listed in the Gold Book?  
A. No. The Gold Book proofing is finalized and sent to the printers November 2. We send out many notices to make sure Members 

update their records so the correct information is listed in the Gold Book. Unfortunately we have to have a deadline to keep the 

process moving. Also Members without a phone number or a code marked in their records will not be listed. The Gold Book is a 

Service Directory, not a Membership listing.  

Note: this may be the reason some of you have had difficulty in being listed in the Gold Book; Ed & Linda may be 

April 1, 2008  
Q. When an expired Member of GWRRA wants to rejoin, will they automatically be given their old membership number? 
A. They will be given their previous membership number   as long as we can locate them within our system.   Sometimes when 

an expired Member renews, they have changed their name and/or address, which makes them difficult to locate.   For exam-

ple, Robert Smith was a Member in 1999 and wants to rejoin.   He forgot that he originally filled out the application using his 

formal name. Since he    normally goes by his middle name, Jim, he now fills out his application as Jim Smith. We would 

search for Jim Smith, not realizing Robert Smith and Jim Smith are the same person. If he moved since he was a Member, we 

would not be able to match him by name or address. However, if he could provide us with his old membership number, we 

will be able to reissue it to him   

mailto:MED4U@comcast.net
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Repeat Printing  

     NEW PASSPORT REQUIREMENTS IN EFFECT                              

 

Travelers in and out of the U.S should take note that on January 23, 2007, the first phase of the Western Hemi-
sphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) went into effect. This phase of the U.S. initiative requires that all travelers enter-
ing the United States by air from within the western hemisphere must carry a valid passport. Travelers may also 
use their NEXUS Air membership as a valid document when flying to the U.S. from Vancouver International Air-
port.  

This phase of the WHTI does not affect travel into the U.S. by land or sea. Birth certificates and driversô licenses 
can still be used at the borders. 

The second phase of the WHTI will go into effect on June 1, 2009.  This phase will include travel to the U.S. by 
all modes, including air, land, and sea. If certain criteria are met by the U.S. Secretaries of State and Homeland 
Security, this second phase could go into effect sooner.  
 
For more information, log on to www.dhs.gov or www.cbsa.gc.ca.  

GGWRRAWRRA  / N/ NEWSEWS  CCONTINUEDONTINUED   

Q. Rescue vs. Rescue Plus, what is the difference?  
A. Rescue  is a free benefit provided with your membership in GWRRA. It covers your motorcycle or any motorcycle you are 

driving or riding on, with  35 miles of coverage. Rescue Plus  is an upgraded benefit for $25 per year available to GWRRA 

Members. It covers any motor vehicle you are driving or riding in with coverage of up to   50 miles. One of the benefits of Res-

cue Plus is you can be towed to a destination of your choice, not just a dealer.  

Q: What do my Chapter Charter fees cover? 
A: Charter fees cover the charter patches for all charter Members, listing your Chapter in Wing World and most of all it covers the 
two-million dollar liability insurance policy that covers Officers and volunteers when performing a GWRRA sanctioned event. 
 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/
http://www.cbsa.gc.ca./
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(District Rally Flyer also available at: http://www.gwrra -wa.org/Flyers/DistrictRally2008.pdf  

ITôS A FAMILY REUNION 

Come greet old friends and make new ones  

July 17 -20, 2008  

Northwest Washington Fair & Events Center, 1775 Front 

Street, Lynden, WA  

Rider__________________________________________________________________ 

Co-Rider_______________________________________________________________ 

GWRRA ID# Rider ______________ Expiration Date ____________Chapter_________________ 

Co-Rider ID# _________________ Expiration Date ______________Chapter________________ 

Street _______________________________City _________________State______ Zip____________ 

Telephone_______________________ Email____________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES: (Complete one) 

Postmarked on/or before May 31, 2008 

Life Member $20.00   X _____   = $_______ 

GWRRA Member $25.00  X _____   = $_______ 

NON- Members $30.00  X _____   = $_______ 

    Total :      = $_______ 

Postmarked AFTER June 1, 2008 

Life Member $25.00   X _____   = $_______ 

GWRRA Member $30.00 X _____   = $_______ 

NON- Members $35.00  X _____   = $_______ 

    Total :     = $_______  

CAMPING (per unit)  

All camping $15.00 per night (tent, trailer, RV)  

$15.00 X ________Nights = $______________ 

Total Amount Enclosed $______________ 

Check I/We agree to conform and comply with all 

rules and 

Make Check Payable To/Mail To:  

GWRRA WA DISTRICT,  

67 Middle Satsop Road, Montesano, WA 98563  PRE-REG 50/50 TICKETS  

  $1.00 X _______ = $ __________ 

(Need not be present to win)  

GRAND PRIZE TICKETS  

  $1.00 X _______ = $__________ 

(Must be present to win)  

SATURDAY:  

Breakfast: All you can eat pancake breakfast 

$6.00 per person   X ________ = $__________ 

COY/IOY/Master Tour Rider Recognition 

SATURDAY:  

Dinner: Family Reunion BBQ 

This is a potluck with District providing the main course. Bring 

your favorite potluck dish.  

    Number attending ______ 

I/We agree to conform and comply with all rules and  

regulations governing this event and/or its location and  

properties. We also agree to hold harmless GWRRA, its  

affiliates, vendors, and/or the properties involved within the 

scope of this event, of any accident or injury to me/us by 

reason of my/our involvement in this event.  

Signature:  

Rider ______________________________Date___________ 

Co-Rider ___________________________Date___________ 

Mike & Peggy Hudnell  

Washington District Directors  

360 -426 -0213  

dd@gwrra -wa.org  
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 Eagle Story  (Contributed by Sandy McMahill) 

 

Freedom and Jeff  

Freedom and I have been together 10 years this summer. She came in as a baby in 1998 with two broken 
wings. Her left wing doesn't open all the way even after surgery, it was broken in 4 places. She's my baby.   

When Freedom came in she could not stand. Both wings were broken, her left wing in 4 places. She was 
emaciated and covered in lice. We made the decision to give her a chance at life, so I took her to the vets 
office. From then on, I was always around her. We had her in a huge dog carrier with the top off, and it 
was loaded up with shredded newspaper for her to lay in. I used to sit and talk to her, urging her to live, to 
fight; and she would lay there looking at me with those big brown eyes. We also had to tube feed her for 
weeks. 

This went on for 4 -6 weeks, and by then she still couldn't stand. It got to the point where the decision was 
made to euthanize her if she couldn't stand in a week. You know you don't want to cross that line between 
torture and rehab, and it looked like death was winning. She was going to be put down that Friday, and I 
was supposed to come in on that Thursday afternoon. I didn't want to go to the center that Thursday, be-
cause I couldn't bear the thought of her being euthanized; but I went anyway, and when I walked in every-
one was grinning from ear to ear. I went immediately back to  her dowl cage; and there she was, standing 
on her own, a big beautiful eagle. She was ready to live. I was just about in tears by then. That was a very 
good day. 

We knew she could never fly, so the director asked me to glove train her. I got her used to the glove, and 
then to jesses, and we started doing education programs for schools in western  Washington. We wound up 
in the newspapers, radio (believe it or not) and some TV. Miracle Pets even did a show about us. 
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In the spring of 2000, I was diagnosed with non -hodgkins lymphoma. I had stage 3, which is not good (one 
major organ plus everywhere), so I wound up doing 8 months of chemo. Lost the hair - the whole bit. I 
missed a lot of work. When I felt good enough, I would go to Sarvey and take Freedom out for walks. Free-
dom would also come to me in my dreams and help me fight the cancer. This happened time and time again.  

Fast forward to November 2000, the day after Thanksgiving, I went in for my last checkup. I was told that if 
the cancer was not all gone after 8 rounds of chemo, then my last option was a stem cell transplant. Anyway, 
they did the tests; and I had to come back Monday for the results. I went in Monday, and I was told that all                                           

 

 

 

Jeff  

Jeff Guidry and Freedom are at Sarvey Wildlife Center: http://www.sarveywildlife.org/ 

E-Mail Jeff :  jeff@sarveywildlife.org  or eaglewalker@comcast.net 

the cancer was gone. 

So the first thing I did was get up to Sarvey and 
take the big girl out for a walk. It was misty and 
cold. I went to her flight and jessed her up, and 
we went out front to the top of the hill. I hadn't 
said a word to Freedom, but somehow she 
knew. She looked at me and wrapped both her 
wings around me to where I could feel them 
pressing in on my back (I was engulfed in eagle 
wings), and she touched my nose with her beak 
and stared into my eyes, and we just stood 
there like that for I don't know how long. That 
was a magic moment. We have been soul mates 
ever since she came in. This is a very special 
bird. 

On a side note: I have had people who were 
sick come up to us when we are out, and Free-
dom has some kind of hold on them. I once had 
a guy who was terminal come up to us and I let 
him hold her. His knees just about buckled and 
he swore he could feel her power coarse 
through his body. I have so many stories like 
that.  

I never forget the honor I have of being so close 
to such a magnificent spirit as Freedoms. 

Hope you enjoy this. 

http://www.sarveywildlife.org/
mailto:jeff@sarveywildlife.org
mailto:eaglewalker@comcast.net
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Rider Education  

Be Seen, Be Safe  . . . it is up to you.  

How many times have you thought to yourself, ñThat person in the car did not see me and nearly hit me!ò  You 

may have even directed some choice words toward the ñoffendingò person.   While I am all for righteous            

indignation, you may want ask yourself a question, ñDid I do enough to make myself seen by the motorist?ò   I 

have this idea that we as motorcyclists have our own responsibility to be seen.  After all, the laws of physics say 

that motorcyclists usually come out on the losing side when we tangle with cars and trucks.  

What I hope this article will provide are some techniques that may help you be seen and recognized by others 

sharing the road and to encourage you, as a rider, to be responsible for being seen rather than expecting 

motorists to see you . 

There are many thoughts and theories about why motorists do not see motorcyclists.  Some I have seen are:  

Motorcycles are not as big as the vehicles around us, so they do not register in the motorists mind;  

Motorcycles move differently so motorist do not see us because they are not used to the way we travel;  

Sometimes motorcyclists ride in motoristsô blind spots. 

 

In the next few paragraphs, I will offer you some tips and techniques to help you become more visible to others on 

the road. 

Wear Bright Colors  

While it is cool to be dressed all in dark colors when you ride, you are reducing the chances that motorists will 

see you.  Wearing dark colors can make you disappear into the shadows, trees and other non-threatening 

bits of landscape out in the background of motoristsô vision.   In addition, even multicolored clothes can 

break up your contour and may act as camouflage to motorists, which makes it harder for them to see you.  

So what should you wear?  The best are bright yellows and whites; you may even want to consider neon 

greens and yellows.  Karla Edwards uses them to great effect.  Wearing bright colored helmets are another 

way to be seen; white is best. I know they do not reflect the biker image, but why follow the herd?  Be a 

rugged individualist. 

 

 

Make your Bike Brighter  

The easiest way to do that is to turn your high beams on during the day.  They make you much more   

visible to those in your threat zone (the 10 oôclock to the 2 oôclock positions).  There are some theories that 

suggest the motorist sees you as a larger vehicle and will give you more room.   


